
 

 
Dear Seventh Graders, 
 
Welcome to the seventh grade summer reading program! I hope you enjoy the books I have chosen for you.  
 
Pick one of the following (book descriptions from Barnes and Noble, Kirkus, or Amazon): 

● Etiquette and Espionage – Gail Carriger (ISBN – 978-0316190107) 
● Scat –  Carl Hiaasen (ISBN - 978-0440421047) 
● The Testing – Joelle Charbonneau (ISBN – 978-0544336230) 
● Magnus Chase – Rick Riordan (ISBN – 978-1423163374) 
● Half Brother – Kenneth Oppel (ISBN – 978-0545229265)  
● The Grimm Legacy – Polly Shulman (ISBN – 978-0142419045) 

 
Read one book from the list (descriptions on back) for your project. On a tri-fold poster board (36”X48” -NOT 28"x40"!)- like the 
kind you use for science fair projects), you will be making an annotated character map as follows: 
 

● Draw or letter the title of the book you read, the author, and your name at the top center of the poster board (no name = 20% point 
deduction from grade). 
 

● Draw or find a large picture similar to one of the main characters in the book. Place it in the middle of the 
board (no copies from book cover or book art!). Find a written description of the main character from the book 
that supports your picture and copy and paste it under the picture with the appropriate page number 
(handwritten or typed). 
 

● On the poster draw or paste all the following things: 
 

● If your character had had a camera phone along with him or her during the book, what pictures would he or she have taken? 
Draw or find 6 of them and put them in a section labeled “Photo Album.” Write a paragraph for each, telling me why your 
character would have taken those pictures. These can be about clues s/he found, significant settings, or other characters. 
 

● In another section called “Tweets,” write Twitter comments from some of the main characters in reaction to the pictures (a 
tweet is a 140-character-maximum comment that is broadcast to your followers – in this case, the characters in the book (still 
confused? http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Twitter). Minimum 15 tweets. The more specific they are to the plot, the higher the 
grade (no credit for comments like “Looks good!” or “Hate that outfit!”). 
 

● As you read the book, write down five separate phone text message conversations that might have taken place between the 
main character and characters in the book. (This is NOT 5 messages; it’s five conversations!) Make sure you use lots of 
specific info from the book. Type them up and put them on the poster. The more content, the better your grade! (Are you 
sensing a theme here?) 
 

● What three songs would be in the “My Music” section of your character’s site? Write a paragraph for each, telling me what 
specifically your character would like about them – again, use information from the book to relate to the titles. (Yep – you got 
it - The more content, the better your grade!) 
 

● In the “My Favorites” section, find a book, restaurant, store, and resort that your character would like. Print out a picture from 
their websites and paste them on. Underneath place a paragraph telling us why your character would like those “favs.” 
 

● You have been granted the powers of a fairy godmother/father. You can grant your character one wish. What wish would you 
grant for your character and why? Use an image to symbolize it, and write a paragraph telling me why your character would 
wish for it and why you would grant it. Paste it on the board (one last time - the more content, the better your grade!). 
 

These projects are due on the FIRST DAY of school and count as two test grades (poster and presentation). Reviews of the books are 
attached to this instruction sheet. If you have questions, email me. And remember – decorate it to be as attractive as you like, but content is 
what matters!  

Enjoy your summer! 
~Mrs. Lee  glee@oakwoodway.org 
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Etiquette and Espionage - Finishing school is ever so interesting when you're learning how to poison your dinner guests with the 
mutton chops. Sophronia, infamous in her family for disassembling dumbwaiters and falling into custard, is horrified when she is sent to 
Mademoiselle Geraldine's Finishing Academy for Young Ladies of Quality. But school isn't the dreadfully boring disaster Sophronia 
anticipates. In the academy--a collection of interlaced dirigibles--the girls learn music and intelligence gathering, cooking and defense 
against vampires, dance and rudimentary seduction. Along with her new chum Dimity, Sophronia learns the principles of fundamental 
espionage, discovering the academy's own secrets along the way. She assembles a lovable gang of misfits (an engine-room "sootie" 
and urchin mechanical whiz, a student from the nearby evil-genius academy and a steam-powered dog named Bumbersnoot) to assist 
her on a delightfully madcap espionage adventure. This genre-blender will introduce fans of Ally Carter's Gallagher Girls and Jennifer 
Lynn Barnes' The Squad to a world of mechanical maids and flying machines, while bringing a spy-school romp to readers of the 
weightier worlds of Cassandra Clare and Scott Westerfeld. It's higher on silliness and lower on romance than we have come to expect 
for this age range, but that just leaves more room for exploding wicker chickens. As Dimity says, "Who doesn't want an exploding 
wicker chicken?" (Steampunk. 11-15) Kirkus Review 
 
Scat  
Starred Review. Once again, Hiaasen has written an edge-of-the-seat eco-thriller. When their unpopular biology teacher goes missing in 
a suspicious fire during a field trip to the Black Vine Swamp, Nick and Marta don't buy the headmaster's excuse for her absence and 
decide to do some investigating of their own. Eco-avengers; an endangered, hunted panther; illegal pipelines in the Everglades; and an 
underachieving student with the nickname "Smoke" all play a part in this gripping novel. From the first sentence, readers will be hooked. 
The teens' dangerous detective work, with help from some unlikely sources, and the ethics of environmental awareness are well balanced. 
The emotion and personal changes that Nick goes through due to his father's injury in Iraq are on their own a worthy study of the struggles 
that military families are facing today. This well-written and smoothly plotted story, with fully realized characters, will certainly appeal to 
mystery lovers - School Library Journal 
 
The Testing - There are no grades in this dystopian future—only survival. It's graduation day for 16-year-old Malencia "Cia" Vale, and 
she's hoping to be selected for The Testing in Tosu City, a necessary prerequisite to attend the University. She is, along with three 
other Five Lakes colony teens. Embarking on the four-part series of challenges, Cia will learn whom to trust, even as she falls in love 
with Tomas, one of her fellow Five Lakes colonists. Cia must pass multiple-choice exams, hands-on survival tests and team challenges 
before facing the final test—a wilderness trek back to the University to prove her abilities as a leader. With a gun, compass and water in 
her bag, Cia will trek from the ruins of Chicago back to Tosu City, depending on her wits and her trust in Tomas. Charbonneau jumps 
into the packed dystopia field with a mashup of Veronica Roth's Divergent (2011) and Suzanne Collins' Hunger Games trilogy, but she 
successfully makes her story her own. Cia's mechanical abilities are an unexpected boon to the overall character development, and it's 
refreshing not to have a female protagonist caught up in a love triangle. There's a nicely developed relationship between Cia and 
Tomas and genuine suspense surrounding another candidate's motivations and intentions. Between the ruined world and the mutants, 
there's plenty of threats to keep the pages turning. Though genre elements are in place, this page-turner earns an A for freshness. 
Kirkus Review 
 
Magnus Chase  – Fans of Percy Jackson and "Kane Chronicles" (both, Disney-Hyperion) books will not be disappointed in Riordan's 
newest series, which is based on Norse mythology. Magnus Chase, 16, has been an orphan living on the streets of Boston for the past 
two years. Ever since the mysterious death of his mother, he has tried to stay ahead of anyone who might be looking for him. When his 
Uncle Randolph tracks him down and begins talking about his birthright—an ancient sword—Magnus's world changes forever. But 
Randolph is not the only one searching for the sword. A Fire Giant destined to wield it as part of doomsday is hot on their trail. Dying 
and winding up at the Hotel Valhalla is only the beginning of this teen's (after)life. With an epic plot, engaging (and diverse) characters, 
and tons of wisecracking humor, Riordan's latest is a page-turner. Those new to the author's past series can jump right in; fans of his 
previous works will be happy to see clever nods and references to the other in-universe books. VERDICT Ravenous Riordan fans are 
likely to begin lining up for this on the publication date; be prepared for long holds lists on this one. School Library Journal 
 
Half Brother - Ben Tomlin and his parents move to Vancouver for his father's new job with the university. Ben's father is a researcher, 
and his project seeks to prove that chimpanzees can learn sign language, and this means having the object of the study as part of their 
family. Initially, Ben resents Zan's place in their lives, but he is won over by the baby chimp. Their project attracts good and bad press 
and places pressures on the family. Despite the project's importance, Ben is still coping with a new school, friends and his first romantic 
attraction. Everything is pushed aside when Ben's father announces that the project has failed and Zan must be placed elsewhere. 
Ben's attachment makes him take drastic measures to save Zan. Set in the simpler time of the early '70s, this well-plotted novel 
weaves together themes of animal rights, family issues and the cost of animal research. The normal teen problems in Ben's life ground 
the book nicely and prevent it from feeling entirely issue-driven. There are no easy answers, just a thoughtful portrayal of real people 
grappling with tough questions.  
 
The Grimm Legacy - Shulman intermingles classic fairy tale elements and modern-day conflicts in this clever novel set in New York 
City. The story begins when teenager Elizabeth Rew lands a plum part-time job, working as a page in the "New-York Circulating 
Material Repository," an institution housing rare objects to be lent to an exclusive circle of patrons. The most secret and by far most 
interesting section of the building is the basement, where magic objects mentioned in the Grimm Brothers' tales are stored. Much to the 
librarians' dismay, however, some of these valuable items go missing. With the help of her fellow pages, Elizabeth gets to the bottom of 
the mystery, but catching the thief poses enormous danger and necessitates the aid of some powerful equipment, including Snow 
White's mirror, a pair of winged sandals, and a magical golden key. Mixing tongue-in-cheek humor (like the magic mirror's blunt 
appraisal of Elizabeth's beauty: "Bitsy Rew is brave and true./ A pity she's not pretty too") with suspense, Shulman conjures an enticing 
slice of magic realism that fairy tale buffs should relish. 


