
In a recent issue of Independent 
School magazine, I took great interest 
in a study addressing the question 
“Why Parents Choose Independent 
Schools.” Let’s begin by making sure 
that we call out a definition of an 
independent school.

While there are many versions of a private school, an 
independent school is nonprofit, tuition-driven, and college 
preparatory.  There may be a religious connection, but 
independent schools rarely have church support.  The 
fact that they are nonprofit means that the resources are 
dedicated to improving the programs for the students, as well 
as supporting faculty salaries and benefit packages.  Smaller 
class size is also an important characteristic.

That having been said, most established independent schools 
have a clear mission as to the population that each will serve 
best, as well as what their limitations might be.  Many parents 
who have less experience in the independent school sector will 
assume, for example, that the small class size (when compared 
to public or parochial schools) will be the panacea meeting 
all their child’s needs.  This is not the case for every student.

As I reflect upon the families who have come to Oakwood, 
as well as their stated or unstated needs, I am confident that 
the programs here set the students up for success.  And when 
speaking with new or continuing families, we try to point out 
the benefits of an Oakwood education.  A few high points of 
these conversations would be—

Is an independent school education truly worth the investment?
Oakwood graduates are far ahead of their peers from other 
schools—in both academic exposure, such as graduation 
requirements and leadership opportunities.  College 
scholarship packages based upon Oakwood students’ 
accomplishments often make the difference for families in the 
college affordability category.  Oakwood graduates’ profiles 
set them up for success as Freshmen because they are able 
to successfully read, write, and speak confidently.  Because 
they are accustomed to engaging in constructive relationships 
with their instructors here, they automatically seek out 
opportunities to get to know their professors.  This results in 
both academic and career support from their professors.  And 
thanks to the Advanced Placement successes of many of our 
graduates, they may graduate early and/or pursue graduate 
degrees within four years.

We cannot afford the investment in private school this year.
I wish I could say that there would be a window of time 
when the investment is essential, and the other years would 
be negotiable.  But that is not in fact the truth.  Every year 
of education at a school such as Oakwood is essential to 
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complete the process of preparing your child for the next 
steps.  Middle school faculty members provide both you and 
your child an invaluable support at a time when a multitude of 
changes will be facing your family.  The type of communication 
and consultation generated by the school will save your sanity 
many times over.  Simply defining what is normal can often 
be a challenge beyond the capabilities of a frustrated parent.

And when it comes to High School, as mentioned earlier, 
every day and every experience is invaluable to the student and 
parent preparing for college or career.  The college counseling 
alone, if provided outside of school, would cost thousands 
of dollars and be delivered by someone who has a limited 
relationship with your child.  Application processes, financial 
aid, decisions about a good match—all are adjudicated with 
your child in mind; and it’s included in the tuition.

As you may have noticed in the recently distributed “Book 
of Gratitude,” Oakwood provides both merit scholarships 
and financial aid based upon need. Some families receive 
a combination of tuition support.  Middle school students 
earning Honor Roll or High Honor Roll for each trimester 
distinction earn tuition credits toward Oakwood High School.  
Oakwood works diligently at keeping the costs affordable.  As 
a matter of fact, comparable programs in the Bay Area are 
often double the tuition.

Students from small schools are not prepared to handle the 
larger university campus communities and larger classes.
In fact, our students unanimously agree that they feel better 
prepared than their classmates for a number of reasons:  
they are able to write at the college level; they benefit from 
the many leadership opportunities that they enjoyed at 
Oakwood, resulting in more focused participation as they 
get to college; their confident self-expression allows them to 
quickly be identified as leaders—even in larger course sessions 
and competitive extracurricular activities.

My child wants an arena for athletics, theater, music.
Most students aspire to learn, grow their skills, and be part 
of a team of like-minded students.  Oakwood believes in the 
power of teamwork and knows that our students benefit 
hugely from the leadership opportunities offered in those 
arenas.  Our programs are tremendously competitive and 
successful, allowing the students to be the “big fish in the 
small pond” as well as balancing the extracurricular and co-
curricular options with a strong academic program.

I am sure that I have missed some of the considerations that 
you weigh as you consider Oakwood for your child, but I 
think you get the point.  And if you need additional, real-time 
evidence of the experiences of our graduates, you can see and 
hear the impact of their Oakwood experiences on the college 
and post-graduate successes in their videos on our website. I 
am confident that you will be impressed!




