
We learn with our heads and our hearts.   Our playfulness knows no bounds.    

Math unleashes our love of numbers.   We’re at home in the spotlight.   Our brains 

are acrobatic.   Respect never goes out of style.   Science awes us.   Our merriment 

is contagious.   We’re jazzed about performing.   We are mindful.   We shine on 
the stage.   Our teachers celebrate us.   We’re serious about kindness.   There’s 

plenty of time to be a kid.   We love this place.   We make good choices.   Art 

shows us the world.   We harmonize happily.   We love meeting new people.  

We really listen.    Teachers teach their passions.   Our classmates love school, too. 

 We dance.   Stories amaze us.   We’re all rooting for each other.   We are vivid.

We sing with gusto.   Our teachers inspire.                                                                           We 

unleash possibilities.   Gardens enchant us.   We can’t wait to get in the game.   
Oakwood School   





Her teachers celebrate her.

His curiosity gets a workout.

She performs with gusto.

His playfulness knows no bounds.

Respect never goes out of style.

Picture a school where...

You’re picturing a school
where learning is more intentional.

Here we are.

 



   Our playfulness knows no bounds.      We shine on stage.       Teachers

This school really is a village where kids 
grow and learn. Our students trust 
their teachers, trust each other, 
and work together for everyone’s benefit.  

–parent 



She wonders where the wind comes from. He finds a quarter 
on the playground and asks his teacher to whom he should 
give it. She lets out a little roar as she tries on her lion costume 
for the school play.

Your child is multidimensional—curious and kind, thoughtful and 
improvisational, perceptive and exuberant. And you want a school 
that celebrates and hones all her gifts—not separately, but in concert. 
A school that knows she’s not just one song, but a symphony.

At Oakwood School, our educational philosophy carefully balances 
structure and openness to help your child grow as a creative, 
disciplined, joyful learner. 

Step onto our idyllic Morgan Hill campus and you immediately feel 
Oakwood’s philosophy shining through. A student invites you to see 
the miniature skyscraper she’s building. Another, dressed as a knight, 
salutes you on his way to rehearsal. And their teachers, looking on, 
smile with pride. 

They know a more intentional education really works—because they 
see it, and help construct it, every day.

teach their passions.       Stories enchant us.       We reach out.     

We ensure every child learns from passionate experts in each subject.

We foster a disciplined and jubilant culture of public self-expression.

We uphold high academic expectations.

We set grounded personal examples for moral behavior.

We lead children through a proven curriculum that gives them 
plenty of space for exploration.

A more intentional education



He asks his teacher why the moon is a different 
shape than it was last week. She helps him make a 
diagram explaining the moon’s phases—which also 
shows him how the moon affects the tides. Now he’s 
building a 3-D model to learn about the moon’s gravity.

Even at this young age, he’s ready to delve deeper—and at 
Oakwood, our teachers can lead his curiosity as far as it can go. 

In preschool his teachers specialize in early childhood 
development, musical movement, and library skills. 
By first grade, he’s attending classes in drama, Spanish, 
science, art, music, and PE, along with his daily lessons 
in language arts, math, and social studies. Going to 
different classrooms, studying with expert teachers who 
all deeply love their subjects—not only can our students 
handle it, they thrive on it. 

When his teachers teach what they know and love best, he can’t 
help catching their enthusiasm. His science teacher’s love of 
geology inspires him to start a rock collection. When she sees her 
art teacher’s original painting on the wall, she wants to work a 
little harder on hers. At Oakwood, children discover there’s joy in 
every subject, and in being good—really good—at what you do. 

      Our curiosity gets a workout.     Art shows us the world from new angles.    

I never thought kids this young 
would ask the kinds of 
questions they do–but they 
just keep wanting to know more. 
The idea of limits doesn’t 
occur to them.  –teacher

Delving deeper



Math unleashes our love of numbers.     Science awes us.     We unearth wonders.     



      We’re at home in the spotlight.       We sing our solos with gusto.      Melodies



Your daughter may always have been a bit on the shy side. 
She hangs back on the playground, though she might gradually 
make her way into the game. She tells stories to her dog, but maybe 
not to other kids. She definitely has things to say, but she could 
use a little help saying them.

At Oakwood, we believe performing doesn’t mean pretending to be someone else. 
It means becoming your best self, and learning how to share that self with others. 

That’s why, from preschool on, we give children plenty of opportunities 
to perform—by playing characters, singing, and dancing. At first they 
perform for their peers and teachers, but as they grow, we give them 
more and more chances to shine in public.

It doesn’t happen all at once, but it does happen—as we help your child 
become comfortable in the spotlight, she begins to open up. She looks people 
in the eye now. She speaks more clearly and confidently, with other students 
and with adults. Before you know it, she’s singing a solo in front of the whole 
school—and loving every second of it.

As she blossoms on stage and off, the world opens up to her.

My son just blossomed here. Blossomed. 
He started off really shy and now he literally shines.  –parent

Performing with gusto

move us.      We’re ready for our close-up.      We’re jazzed about performing.      



Yesterday he told you The Lorax book is better 
than the movie. Today he followed a butterfly to see which 
flowers it liked best. No doubt about it—he’s sharp, and 
he’s inquisitive. He already loves learning—and you want him 
to keep loving it, with the same fresh delight, all his life.

At Oakwood we celebrate his incisiveness and his spontaneity. 
But we also want him to be as open to learning at sixty as he 
was at six. 

That’s why we expect even our youngest children to master 
core skills in reading, writing, and math. Our curriculum 
works to make this core knowledge automatic, giving 
your child the intellectual stamina to forge ahead. 
But our teachers present that curriculum through their 
own inventive methods, inspiring your child to roam the 
byways of his creativity.

Our small class sizes allow teachers to get to know your child 
as an individual. His teachers talk constantly with each other— 
and with you—about his progress and challenges. And because 
they’re experts in the subjects they teach, they know how to  
adapt the curriculum to meet his needs.

In this open yet strengthening environment, he grows into a 
nimble, joyful, persistent thinker, who’s ready to take on any 
challenge.The teachers inspire 

the kids to push themselves. 
They want to work hard, 
because their teachers are 
so proud of them.  –parent

Building intellectual stamina

    We’re always ready to learn.    We stick with it till we get it.    We learn with



    We’re always ready to learn.    We stick with it till we get it.    We learn with our heads and our hearts.    Our brains are acrobatic.    We seek knowledge.    



I couldn’t trust anybody with my kids more than 
I trust the people at Oakwood. –parent

    Respect never goes out of style.    We really listen.    We’re serious about



You’ve never seen him as proud as when he donated 
a toy to the firefighters’ holiday drive. You could see it on his face. 
He was imagining another child—maybe nearby, maybe far 
away—playing with that stuffed polar bear. He was happier than 
if he’d received the bear himself.

At Oakwood, we call that kind of generosity making a good choice.

We believe the values that underlie such choices—respect, service, 
honesty, kindness, and citizenship—are worthy human goals that 
never go out of style. 

For these reasons, the Oakwood community honors a simple, 
secular moral code, which supports children’s natural inclination 
to do what’s right. 

Children take our values to heart 
and feel proud to honor them. 
They know they’re helping create 
a safe, encouraging community 
where we can all be our best selves.

Making good choices

kindness.    We extend ourselves.    We’re all rooting for each other.           We’re at home in the spotlight.       We sing our solos with gusto.      Melodies



Your child astonishes you every day. Sometimes you 
gasp at her maturity, like her ability to remember and use words 
you’ve just read in her storybook. Other times her innocence brings 
tears to your eyes. She’s a child—wondrous, exceptional, vulnerable.

At Oakwood, we celebrate this amazing stage of life—we don’t rush it. 

We take time to discover and nurture the talents and interests 
of every student. And we make sure your child feels safe and 
encouraged to discover herself. Oakwood is the place for her to 
seek out new experiences—shooting a three-point basket, playing 
a dragon on stage, asking a burning question, making a new 
best friend. Here, variety feels exciting. It’s a chance to learn 
something new, or to work out a solution.

The way we see it, we have as much to learn from our children as they 
do from us. So let’s all learn together,  as an extended family of exuberant, 
thoughtful explorers.

Unleashing possibilities

    We celebrate each other.    Our merriment is contagious.    There’s plenty



Delving deeper

of time to be a kid.    Our future beckons.    We love meeting new students.    

When I drive up on the holidays, I get a special feeling in my heart. 
The teachers are out in their costumes, there’s music playing, 
and there’s an atmosphere of pure joy.  –parent



We hear it from parents and students. 
From teachers who can’t wait to come to work every day— 
and who practically mourn the summers. 
From the alumni who come back to visit us, year after year.

Oakwood feels like family. 

That’s because we are a family. 
We’ve been one from the beginning.

Our story began in 1959, when Gwen Riches, 
an educator and artist, gathered her children and 
their friends for an afterschool arts program in her 
Los Altos home. As the children happily played, 
practiced, created, and performed, word began to 
spread. Mrs. Riches and her husband welcomed 
more and more children, eventually expanding the 
circle to hundreds of students. The Riches’ family 
home became Pinewood School, which still thrives 
today in Los Altos.

As Pinewood’s younger sister, Oakwood School 
provides more than a safe, loving place to grow.  
Founded and managed by Gwen Riches’ eldest 
granddaughter and her husband, Oakwood carries 
on the educational tradition set forth by our 
“founding mother”—shaping our students’ growth 
with intention, intelligence, and unbounded joy.

An intentional family of learners—since 1959





Here we are.

Delving deeper

Performing with gusto

Learning for life

Staying grounded

Exploring together

We are Morgan Hill’s independent, non-sectarian, college-preparatory 
school for students in preschool through grade 12. Our diverse 
community, thriving on an expansive campus, provides a home 
for an extended family of learners. Here, we share our unwavering 
commitment to a more intentional education. 

As your child learns every subject from experts in the field, expresses 
himself joyously and authentically, rises to clear academic expectations, 
follows and sets moral examples, and participates in our exuberant culture 
of exploration, Oakwood School helps him grow into a well-spoken, 
confident, vibrant individual and citizen.  



The best way for your family to meet our family is 
to tour our scenic Morgan Hill campus, meet our teachers 
and students, and observe our learning in action. 

Visit our website at pictureoakwood.com, email us at 
admissions@oakwoodmail.org, or call 408-782-7177 
to schedule a tour. Our family looks forward to meeting yours.

for a more intentional education
Oakwood School



Oakwood School
105 John Wilson Way, Morgan Hill CA 95037




