
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Eighth Graders,  
 
I hope you are having a wonderful summer and are reading many fabulous books! After reading 
one of the books on the reading list below, please choose one of the following assignments to 
complete. This assignment will be due on the first day of school and will count as a test grade 
(100 points). Please make sure all work is typed, double-spaced, in a standard font (such as 
Times New Roman) and in a standard size (12 pt.) Also, make sure the title of the book, the 
name of the author, and your name appear on your work. Please be ready to share your book and 
project with your classmates and teacher on the first day of school. Each of you will talk about 
your book and your project for approximately 5-7 minutes. Thank you for working thoughtfully 
and creatively on this project. Please feel free to email me at mcall@oakwoodway.org if you 
have any questions.  I look forward to seeing you soon!  

Sincerely,  
Mrs. Call  

 
Summer Reading Assignment Choices (Please choose ONE of the following assignments): 

1. Write a series of letters from the protagonist of the novel to another character and have 
the character respond.  You may alternate from one character to another if you like, but 
you are not required to. In your letters, the plot and conflicts of the story should be 
revealed. Pay careful attention to the voice in your letters—how can you make each 
character sound like his or her authentic self? Think about your word choice and how you 
can include details that reveal each character’s personality. Please write at least six 
letters. Each letter should be at least two paragraphs in length.  
 

2. Create a journal for a character in the novel. Make this journal in the form of a 
scrapbook—feel free to be creative and make the pages colorful. You may buy a 
scrapbook for this project or make one of your own. The scrapbook/journal should 
contain at least ten entries (approximately one-two paragraphs each) written from the 
point of view of any character in the book. Although this journal focus on one character, 
you may include letters to that character that were written by other characters. You may 
include drawings, photographs, or symbols in the journal that represent the character you 
have chosen. Your journal should contain specific references to the novel. 
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Reading List for 8th grade Literature (Book descriptions are from amazon.com) 
 
The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by John Coyne (ISBN 978-0385751537) 
 
Berlin, 1942: When Bruno returns home from school one day, he discovers that his belongings are being 
packed in crates. His father has received a promotion and the family must move to a new house far, far 
away, where there is no one to play with and nothing to do. A tall fence stretches as far as the eye can see 
and cuts him off from the strange people in the distance. 
 But Bruno longs to be an explorer and decides that there must be more to this desolate new place than 
meets the eye. While exploring his new environment, he meets another boy whose life and circumstances 
are very different from his own, and their meeting results in a friendship that has devastating 
consequences. 
 
Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank (ISBN 978-0553296983) 
 
Discovered in the attic in which she spent the last years of her life, Anne Frank's remarkable diary has 
since become a world classic—a powerful reminder of the horrors of war and an eloquent testament to the 
human spirit. In 1942, with Nazis occupying Holland, a thirteen-year-old Jewish girl and her family fled 
their home in Amsterdam and went into hiding. For the next two years, they and another family lived 
cloistered in the "Secret Annex" of an old office building. Cut off from the outside world, they faced 
hunger, boredom, the constant cruelties of living in confined quarters, and the ever-present threat of 
discovery and death. In her diary Anne Frank recorded vivid impressions of her experiences during this 
period. By turns thoughtful, moving, and amusing, her account offers a fascinating commentary on human 
courage and frailty and a compelling self-portrait of a sensitive and spirited young woman whose promise 
was tragically cut short. 
 
The Lions of Little Rock by Kristin Levine (ISBN 978-0142424353) 
 
As twelve-year-old Marlee starts middle school in 1958 Little Rock, it feels like her whole world is 
falling apart. Until she meets Liz, the new girl at school. Liz is everything Marlee wishes she could be: 
she's brave, brash and always knows the right thing to say. But when Liz leaves school without even a 
good-bye, the rumor is that Liz was caught passing for white. Marlee decides that doesn't matter. She just 
wants her friend back. And to stay friends, Marlee and Liz are even willing to take on segregation and the 
dangers their friendship could bring to both their families. 
 
Paperboy by Vince Vawler (ISBN 978-0307931511) 
 
Memphis, Tennessee, 1959--Little Man throws the meanest fastball in town. But talking is a whole 
different ball game. He can barely say a word without stuttering—not even his own name. So when he 
takes over his best friend’s paper route for the month of July, he’s not exactly looking forward to 
interacting with the customers. But it’s the neighborhood junkman, a bully and thief, who stirs up real 
trouble in Little Man’s life. Based on a true story; contains a few instances of mild profanity.  
 
Revolution is Not a Dinner Party by Ying Chang Compestine (ISBN 978-0312581497) 
 
Nine-year-old Ling has a very happy life. Her parents are both dedicated surgeons at the best hospital in 
Wuhan, and her father teaches her English as they listen to Voice of America every evening on the radio. 
But when one of Mao's political officers moves into a room in their apartment, Ling begins to witness the 
gradual disintegration of her world. In an atmosphere of increasing mistrust and hatred, Ling fears for the 
safety of her neighbors, and soon, for herself and her family. For the next four years, Ling will suffer 
more horrors than many people face in a lifetime. Will she be able to grow and blossom under the 
oppressive rule of Chairman Mao?  
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